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limited to, the following: recordable type media such as
floppy disks, hard disk drives, CD ROMs, digital tape, and
computer memory; and transmission type media such as
digital and analogue communication links using TDM or IP
based communication links (e.g., packet links).

In a general sense, those skilled in the art will recognize
that the various embodiments described herein which can be
implemented, individually and/or collectively, by a wide
range of hardware, software, firmware, or any combination
thereof can be viewed as being composed of various types
of “electrical circuitry.” Consequently, as used herein “elec-
trical circuitry” includes, but is not limited to, electrical
circuitry having at least one discrete electrical circuit, elec-
trical circuitry having at least one integrated circuit, elec-
trical circuitry having at least one application specific inte-
grated circuit, electrical circuitry forming a general purpose
computing device configured by a computer program (e.g.,
a general purpose computer configured by a computer
program which at least partially carries out processes and/or
devices described herein, or a microprocessor configured by
a computer program which at least partially carries out
processes and/or devices described herein), electrical cir-
cuitry forming a memory device (e.g., forms of random
access memory), and electrical circuitry forming a commu-
nications device (e.g., a modem, communications switch, or
optical-electrical equipment).

Those skilled in the art will recognize that it is common
within the art to describe devices and/or processes in the
fashion set forth herein, and thereafter use standard engi-
neering practices to integrate such described devices and/or
processes into data processing systems. That is, the devices
and/or processes described herein can be integrated into a
data processing system via a reasonable amount of experi-
mentation. FIG. 3 shows an example representation of a data
processing system into which at least a part of the herein
described devices and/or processes may be integrated with a
reasonable amount of experimentation. Data processing
system 300 may be implemented utilizing any suitable
commercially available computer system.

The foregoing described embodiments depict different
components contained within, or connected with, different
other components. It is to be understood that such depicted
architectures are merely exemplary, and that in fact many
other architectures can be implemented which achieve the
same functionality. In a conceptual sense, any arrangement
of components to achieve the same functionality is effec-
tively “associated” such that the desired functionality is
achieved. Hence, any two components herein combined to
achieve a particular functionality can be seen as “associated
with” each other such that the desired functionality is
achieved, irrespective of architectures or intermedial com-
ponents. Likewise, any two components so associated can
also be viewed as being “operably connected”, or “operably
coupled”, to each other to achieve the desired functionality.

While particular embodiments of the present invention
have been shown and described, it will be obvious to those
skilled in the art that, based upon the teachings herein,
changes and modifications may be made without departing
from this invention and its broader aspects and, therefore,
the appended claims are to encompass within their scope all
such changes and modifications as are within the true spirit
and scope of this invention. Furthermore, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is solely defined by the appended
claims. It will be understood by those within the art that, in
general, terms used herein, and especially in the appended
claims (e.g., bodies of the appended claims) are generally
intended as “open” terms (e.g., the term “including” should
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be interpreted as “including but not limited to,” the term
“having” should be interpreted as “having at least,” the term
“includes” should be interpreted as “includes but is not
limited to,” etc. It will be further understood by those within
the art that if a specific number of an introduced claim
recitation is intended, such an intent will be explicitly recited
in the claim, and in the absence of such recitation no such
intent is present. For example, as an aid to understanding,
the following appended claims may contain usage of the
introductory phrases “at least one” and “one or more” to
introduce claim recitations. However, the use of such
phrases should not be construed to imply that the introduc-
tion of a claim recitation by the indefinite articles “a” or “an”
limits any particular claim containing such introduced claim
recitation to inventions containing only one such recitation,
even when the same claim includes the introductory phrases
“one or more” or “at least one” and indefinite articles such
as “a” or “an” (e.g., “a” and/or “an” should typically be
interpreted to mean “at least one” or “one or more”); the
same holds true for the use of definite articles used to
introduce claim recitations. In addition, even if a specific
number of an introduced claim recitation is explicitly
recited, those skilled in the art will recognize that such
recitation should typically be interpreted to mean at least the
recited number (e.g., the bare recitation of “two recitations,”
without other modifiers, typically means at least two
recitations, or two or more recitations).

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

presenting a first pattern of light during a first interval of

time;
recording a first pattern response set including recording
at least one response of a test subject, where the at least
one response identifies at least one location in a visual
field where at least one flash of light occurred;

presenting a second pattern of light during a second
interval of time;

recording a second-pattern response set; and

assessing visual alertness in response to the first-pattern

response set and the second-pattern response set.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said recording at least
one response of a test subject, where the at least one
response identifies at least one location in a visual field
where at least one flash of light occurred comprises:

recording at least one response of a test subject, where the

at least one response identifies at least the center, left,
right, top, or bottom of the visual field.

3. A method comprising:

presenting a first pattern of light during a first interval of

time;

recording a first-pattern response set;

presenting a second pattern of light during a second

interval of time;

recording a second-pattern response set including record-

ing at least one response of a test subject, where the at
least one response identifies at least one location in a
visual field where at least one flash of light occurred;
assessing visual alertness in response to the first-pattern
response set and the second-pattern response set.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said recording at least
one response of a test subject, where the at least one
response identifies at least one location in a visual field
where at least one flash of light occurred comprises:

recording at least one response of a test subject, where the

at least one response identifies at least the center, left,
right, top, or bottom of the visual field.



